February 8, 2022

[Rollcall Vote No. 38 Ex.]

YEAS—62
Baldwin Heinrich Portman
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Romney
Blunt Kaine Rosen
Booker Kelly Sanders
Brown King Schatz
Burr Klobuchar Schumer
Cantwell Lankford
Capito Leahy :paheen
Cardin Lee nema
Carper Lummis Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey T?sper
Coons Menendez Tillis
Cortez Masto Merkley Toomey
Duckworth Murkowski Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Gillibrand Murray Warnock
Graham Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Hawley Peters Wyden
NAYS—34

Blackburn Grassley Rubio
Boozman Hagerty Sasse
Braun Hoeven Scott (FL)
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cornyn Inhofe Shelby
Cotton Johnson Sullivan
Cramer Kennedy Thune
Crapo Marshall 5
Cruz McConnell &gber\{llle

. icker
Daines Moran Young
Ernst Paul
Fischer Risch

NOT VOTING—4

Barrasso Lujan
Feinstein Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SINEMA). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Loren L.
AliKhan, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Associate Judge of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals for
a term of fifteen years.

VOTE ON ALIKHAN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the AliKhan nomination?

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from New Mex-
ico (Mr. LUJAN) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO) and the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 55,
nays 41, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 39 Ex.]

YEAS—b5
Baldwin Hickenlooper Romney
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Blunt Kelly Schatz
Booker King Schumer
Brown Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Manchin Sinema
Carper Markey z;:lkf;ln ow
Casey Menendez Tester
Collins Merkley s
Coons Murkowski Tillis
Cortez Masto Murphy Van Hollen
Duckworth Murray Warner
Durbin Ossoff Warnock
Gillibrand Padilla Warren
Graham Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden
Heinrich Reed
NAYS—41

Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Risch
Braun Hawley Rubio
Burr Hoeven Sasse
Capito Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cassidy Inhofe Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennody Shelby

y A
Cramer Lankford i;lhvan
Crapo Lee une
Cruz Lummis Toomey
Daines Marshall TL}bervﬂle
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Fischer Moran Young

NOT VOTING—4

Barrasso Lujan
Feinstein Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———————

RECESS

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:07 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SINEMA).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Senator from Montana.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR NO. 650

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
rise today to speak in support of Mar-
tha Williams to be the Director of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

I represent a State that goes by
many names. Most of you know it as
Montana, but it is often called Big Sky
Country, the Last Best Place, and even
the Treasure State. Montana has
earned these names through an abun-
dance of beauty and natural resources,
and as a result we have fostered a ro-
bust outdoor economy that relies on
responsible forest management. Folks
come to Montana from all over the
world to enjoy all that our State has to
offer. Thousands of folks make their
living by working the land and showing
folks the best way to enjoy it.

But the key to preserving our multi-
billion-dollar outdoor economy is prop-
er stewardship and oversight of our
natural resources. That means talking

S555

to folks on the ground. It means bring-
ing competing interests to the table to
find the most sustainable ways to man-
age our public lands. Not only do our
forests and rivers create thousands of
good-paying jobs, but they also create
countless memories for families in our
country. So it is critically important
that we have balanced oversight in
place to guarantee that Montana’s out-
door economy remains vibrant for gen-
erations to come.

The Director of Fish and Wildlife
Service plays a central role in this
oversight, and that is why I am proud
to support Martha Williams’ nomina-
tion today. As Director, she will be
tasked with the management and re-
covery of our Nation’s fish and wildlife
and overseeing a large chunk of our
public lands—89 million acres, to be
exact, from Montana’s own Red Rock
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge all the
way to the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge.

As a Montanan and a former Director
of the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks, Ms. Williams has demonstrated
time and time again her ability to
bring folks together to find lasting so-
lutions, to collaborate to find common
ground. She always leads with science
and has developed State management
plans for issues ranging from grizzly
bears to aquatic invasive mussels, and
she has done it with input from all the
relevant stakeholders.

She also has a profound respect and
understanding of the bedrock laws that
guide responsible land and wildlife
management. She will be bringing with
her over a decade of legal experience
with the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks as well as a well-regarded legal
scholar at the University of Montana.

She has spent her entire career
standing up for our public lands and
proven herself to be a thoughtful, non-
partisan steward who works collabo-
ratively with folks on the ground to
make positive change. Her top-notch
ability to find common ground between
sportsmen and conservationists alike
and her skills as an exceptional prob-
lem-solver will make her an out-
standing Director at the Fish and Wild-
life Service.

She has strong support from sports
men and women, biologists, and aca-
demics alike and has already received
strong Dbipartisan support from the
Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee. She was passed out of com-
mittee on a 16-to-4 vote.

Make no mistake about it, we will
miss her leadership in the Treasure
State, but I am looking forward to see-
ing her effective management skills at
the Federal level. This position is very
important for the stewardship of our
land and our waters, and I would urge
my colleagues to support her confirma-
tion today.

And in that vein, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate consider the
following nomination: Calendar No.
650, Martha Williams, of Montana, to
be Director of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service; that the nomination be
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